
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Discover Cedar Fairmount 16th Annual Festival and Arts & Craft Show 

Your Project Summary: The Cedar Fairmount Summer Festival was created in 2002 to showcase the 

business district and give back to the community.  The  2017 festival will host non profit organizations, 

local arts and craft individuals and musicians,  exhibits from the Cleveland Natural History Museum, Art 

Museum and Metro Parks.  There will be a historical lecture and many games and activities for children. 

Local artists will be signing their books. The Cedar Fairmount Festival showcases the best of Cleveland 

Heights. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I'm recommending partial funding for Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District's 

Discover Cedar Fairmount 16th Annual Festival and Arts & Craft Show. I feel that, while the creation of a 

one day arts fair in the community does have some public benefit in that it brings together local artists, 

the main point of the application appears to be to showcase the merchants of Cedar Fairmount's business 

district. It's not my feeling that this one time fair particularly adds to the cultural and artistic vibrancy of 

the community with any permanence, but it may have some one-time public benefit. I do think the 

organization has the capacity to successfully plan and manage this project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - This application meets the funding criteria. It is a good example of local merchants and 

professionals coming together to promote their services and to also build stronger community 

connections through the arts. The narrative demonstrates strong public benefit, and after 16 years, they 

have mastered the practice of planning and implementation, and I was struck by the comment: "We have 

been told that many, who have moved out of the area, plan a vacation home to coordinate with the 

festival date," and they provides other nuggets of insights throughout the application. I would have liked 

to have seen more demographic information, and while it is nice to show that 52.2% are low social 

economic, it would be helpful to see a fuller picture both economically but also racially and ethnically. It 

was also good to see that ownership of the festival planning was not simply a staff project. They have city 

representation, a church, artist/designers, PTA president, etc. demonstrating broad community support. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. There is a clear public benefit to the Cleveland 

Heights neighborhood and the general public at large. The festival employs professionals to perform and 

allows other to exhibit their art. Evidence of the 2016 survey demonstrates a desire for continuous 

improvement. Capacity is also met with a reasonable budget, just make sure to follow instructions and 

define all income within budget itself. The listing of staff and volunteers specifically assigned to different 

tasks is well stated. You mention a goal under the budget "to increase the number of musical groups and 

extend their performance time." Your application would have been slightly stronger had you simply stated 

that as the goal when asked as that is clearly measurable. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This festival stands to impact a large audience but I don't have a strong sense of community 

engagement and artistic or cultural vibrancy - they say they want to add new exhibits and include artistic 

diversity - but there is no plan for expanding this and doing so. CAC funding would support 

artist/performer honorarias which is an easy way to represent diversity, without digging more deeply into 

issues of equity and access. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community, and seems to also make great use of community partners/collaborator. While this project 

only encompasses one day of activity, the applicant demonstrates a thorough grasp of its community and 

its needs. I was particularly drawn to the project's narrative, and how it outlines the use of a committee 

structure to delineate responsibilities/tasks and ensure the festival's continued success. The project goals 

are clearly stated, and the measurements listed are both clear and quantifiable. The budget is clear, and 

the festival's previous success makes me confident in the applicant's organizational capacity to carry the 

project through. I also appreciate the fact that CAC funds will specifically be used to pay artists/cultural 

professionals, and the applicant accounts for administrative costs associated with the festival in their 

yearly budget. This points to commitment and supports how important this festival is to the community, 

I think. The support materials were a great example of how to demonstrate artistic vibrancy. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


